
 

AP Language and Composition 2020-2021 

Mrs. Ciarrocca 

 
The AP Language and Composition course offers a brief survey of American Literature in the 19th and 20th centuries 

while preparing students to take the AP Language and Composition Exam. Students will learn how to approach the 

analysis and evaluation of literature from a rhetorical perspective, with the added goal of improving their own 

writing with application of the various techniques and strategies they will be observing. 

 

Texts: The Harper Single Volume American Literature, 3rd Ed., Writer’s Inc., 1996. 

                             50 Essays, A Portable Anthology. Samuel Cohen,  6th ed. Bedford/St. Martin’s. New York: 2014. 

  The Language of Composition.  Renee H. Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, Robin Dissin Aufses, 3rdd ed. 

Bedford/ St. Martin’s. New York. 2010 

American Literature in the World: An Anthology from Anne Bradstreet to Octavia Butler.Columbia University 

Press:New York.2017  

 

General Course Guidelines  
Attendance ∙   The learning experience that takes place in the classroom 

environment is a meaningful and essential part of the educational 

process.  Absences and tardiness tend to disrupt the continuity of the 

instructional program and the time lost from class is irretrievable.  
Classroom attendance is considered to be an integral part of each student’s course of study.  

A student’s participation grade will be adjusted for each absence, except in the case of an 

“excused absence” as defined in the G.L. Student Handbook. 

Absence ∙   Leaving school – for athletic events, class trips, early dismissal – 

check in with Mrs. Ciarrocca. Assignments are to be handed in on the 

day they are due. 

               ∙   Cutting and truancy will result in a zero on any missed 

assignment. 

Assignments ∙   Ten points per day will be deducted for graded assignments (e.g. 

essays, presentations) handed in LATE.  Once an assignment has been 

handed back to the class, it will no longer be accepted late. 

Homework ∙    Most daily, written/oral homework assignments will be checked in 

class the following day. Students are responsible for making 

corrections and taking notes on homework discussions to ensure their 

ability to appropriately review for upcoming assessments.  A zero will 

be given for each incomplete homework assignment.  Incomplete work 

will be appropriately recorded.  Homework will not be accepted late. 

Supplies ∙   Class participation includes bringing proper texts, writing 

instruments, notebooks, and charged IPads  to every class.  Consider purchasing a 

three ring binder to organize notes and handouts.  We use several different texts in this course; a 

weekly plan will be announced  so you will know which text to bring to class. 

Conferences ∙   Individual student conferences may be set up at any time – please 

see Mrs. Ciarrocca or email jciarrocca@bhpsnj.org.  Conferences may also be held 

during the common lunch period.   

Field Trips ∙   Inform Mrs. Ciarrocca as soon as possible of any field trips.  Hand in 

assignments BEFORE leaving on a trip.  A field trip is not a valid 

excuse for late work. 

Final Exams ∙   An SGO benchmark  mid-term will be administered in January.  It 

will take the form of an AP multi-choice test.  Students taking the AP 

exam in May will be exempt from a final exam.  

Grades ∙   Total points.  Please note that some assignments may be weighted. 
  **Please note that marking period and final grades will be truncated, not rounded. 

Make ups ∙  Students are expected to make-up tests and quizzes the day immediately following an 

absence.   In the event of a prolonged absence due to illness or other extenuating circumstance, an 

mailto:jciarrocca@bhpsnj.org


exception to this expectation may be made at the teacher’s discretion.  It is your responsibility to 

arrange the make-up time during the regular class day, before school or after school (as per the 

teacher’s schedule). 

Tests & Quizzes ∙   Tests are announced; quizzes may not be announced and are usually 

administered to test students’ understanding of reading and/or 

homework assignments.  
 

Novel Reading ∙   Because the Language and Composition AP Exam focuses upon non-

fiction, often the novels you read this year will be considered outside 

reading.  You will be assigned a due date for the novel and we will 

discuss the novel on designated days.   It is your responsibility to be 

mindful of these deadlines and to be prepared to discuss when the 

designated discussion/novel activity day arrives. 



Writing Assignments: Grading 

 
AP Part II Writings 

 
Extremely well-qualified 6 = 95-100 = A+ These essays are well written, with obvious command of 

6/5 = 90-94 = A syntax, organization and diction.  Additionally, they have mastered the 

TASK and show insightful understanding. 

Well qualified  5 = 85-89 = B+ These essays are less well written and have lapses in syntax   

5/4 = 80-84 = B and organization and are less effective in diction. Additionally, the task 

and understanding is less well developed.   

Qualified  4 = 75-79 = C+ These essays are adequately written, passable, but  

     undistinguished  in syntax and structure.  Additionally, 

there may be lapses in TASK analysis and understanding  

  meets average expectations. 

Possibly Qualified 4/3 = 70-74= C These essays are generally less than qualified because they  

    3 = 65-69= D+ lack originality in style, vaguely achieve the task and contain 

     errors in structure and syntax.  Evident confusion.   

No Recommendation 2 = 60-64= D These essays contain many errors in structure and syntax.   

1 = 40-59 = F Diction is poorly chosen and the TASK has not been accomplished.  

Evident confusion. 

 

● Modern Language Association Format will be expected on all assignments.   As an alternative to 

purchasing the MLA Handbook, you may use the following Purdue University Website to assist you with 

formatting your papers correctly:  

 

 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/  
 

There are four general standards by which your essays will be judged both in this class and on the Advanced 

Placement Language and Composition Exam. 

 

 

Content   The validity of the ideas you express and the manner in which you express them. 

You cannot express what you do not know.  Sophisticated thinking should always be 

expressed in your writing. 

 

Technical English The mechanics of grammar 

   Word choice (diction) 

   Sentence structure (syntax) 

   Punctuation 

 

Style and Organization Outline 

   Task 

   Interesting manner of expression 

   Flowing sentences 

   Readable, not too involved but not too elementary 

   Variety 

   Vocabulary 

   Expression of ideas in sequence, transition, support of ideas 

   Unity/ Cohesion: strong thesis statement 

   Manner of introducing 

   Manner of concluding  
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